The avifaunal diversity of Ashti city was studied for a period of one year from June 2015 to May 2016. The study was based on visual observation. As the city is surrounded by dense vegetation, it is rich in biodiversity and harbors a variety of local as well as migratory birds due to abundant food supply available throughout the year in the form of worms, crustaceans, insects, molluscs as well as aquatic weeds. Variation in food availability in different season affected avifaunal diversity in study area. This habitat attracted 48 species of birds which are residential, residential migrants and migratory including aquatic birds, waders and others. Highest number of common mynas, egrets, crows, open billed storks, cormorants, little herons, pond herons, black headed ibis were recorded abundantly in all the three seasons, pre-monsoon, monsoon, and post-monsoon.
Introduction:
The birds are very significant component of biodiversity and are the most important indicators of the balanced living systems. The population of birds in a particular ecosystem is depending on the composition of the ecosystem, environmental condition and seasonal variation. Many species of birds respond to small changes in habitat structure and composition, therefore they serve as good indicators of changes in the environment (Robert et al.,2001) . Out of more than 9000 bird species of the world, the Indian subcontinents contains 1,300 species or over 13% of the world's bird species (Grimmet et al., 2004) . Wetlands are one of the most threatened habitats because of their vulnerability and attractiveness for their development (Hollis et al., 1988) .India has a diverse range of wetland types that harbor not only a variety of breeding resident species of birds, but also attracts a number of water fowl breeding in Central and North Asia in winter.
One such important ecosystem in Central India is Wardha district of Maharashtra state. Ashti is a small city having tropical wet and dry climate. Summers are extremely hot lasting from March to June. The maximum temperature occurring in May. Winter lasts from November to January. It receives an annual rainfall of 1,260 mm from monsoon rains during June to September. Ashti has biodiversity rich ecosystems and harbors a variety of local as well as migratory birds due to abundant food supply throughout the year in the form of worms, crustaceans, insects, molluscs as well as aquatic weeds. The city harbors different kinds of aquatic as well as terrestrial weeds in its catchment area of Ashti lake which support a large number of fauna on which the birds thrive very well.
The earlier studies on birds were undertaken by investigators like Wadatkar and Kasambe (2002) studied the birds of Pohara-Malkhed forest reserve, Yardi et al.,(2004) studied on birds of Salim Ali lake, Aurangabad, Kulkarni et al.,(2005) studied on birds in and around Nanded, Maharashtra. It has been recorded that this region of Vidarbha is lagging behind the bird studies with respect to various reservoirs. So in order to assess biodiversity of birds, the present investigation was carried out to prepare check-list of avifaunal diversity of Ashti city district Wardha.
Study Area
This city has a reservoir, which harbors a number of aquatic weeds in the submerged as well as floating state on which thrive a large number of aquatic organisms. Due to abundant food availability throughout the year in this area in the form of fruits, worms, crustaceans and insects etc. The city always attracts a large number of birds throughout the year. Apart from this dense vegetation in forest area surrounding the city provide suitable habitat for many migratory and resident birds.
Materials and methods:
Studies were made throughout the year from June 2015 to May 2016 for preparing a check-list of birds weekly visits to the sites were made for one year. The birds are recorded by line transect method (Barnham et al., 1980) as well as by visual observations. Binoculars were used for bird watching. Bird population was observed and documented every week in the early morning hours 7.00A.M to 10.00 A.M and in the evening time when the birds are most active. Some visits were also made in afternoon to check the activities of avifauna at different times. The birds were identified and classified on the basis of books authored by Salim Ali (2002), Bhat Harish and Pramod Subbarao (2006) and Pande et al,.(2003) .The scientific and local names were ascertained based on the key of Manakadan and Pittie (2001) .Status of each species is categorized as Resident, Resident migratory and Migratory. A check-list is prepared as per Abdulali (1981) and Gaikwad et al., (1997) .
Results and discussion:
During the present investigation, 48 species of birds including aquatic and terrestrial birds were recorded from the Ashti city (Table- 
Conclusion:
The overall check-list prepared shows that 48 different kinds of birds have visited the city for feeding and breeding activities during the year, due to abundant food available in the nearby reservoir water. Migrant species migrate from the northern hemisphere and were found in the study area during winter only. Local migrant species migrate locally in the country and were found in the study area. 
